THE MIDDLE AGES
movement which covered England with sheep-farms in
place of corn-fields: but the wool now went to meet the ever-
increasing demands of the home market. Despite the set-
backs caused by the Wars of the Roses and international
complications there is unmistakable proof of the increase
of prosperity in the fifteenth century, and this must have
greatly enlarged the domestic consumption of cloth; while
the sharp recovery in its export in the latter part of the century
was followed by an uninterrupted advance under the Tudors.
The evidence of statistics affords convincing testimony to
the trend of a revolution which was converting England
into an industrial country, whose staple export was no longer
raw materials but manufactured commodities.
The second great landmark in the history of the English
cloth industry was the influx of aliens in the sixteenth
century. Persecution in the Netherlands occasioned a large
exodus of the most skilful section of the population; and
England benefited (as she did in the seventeenth century
when French Huguenots settled here) by a valuable addition
to her economic assets. The Dutch and Walloon immigrants
established a new branch of the woollen manufacture, the
making of the finer fabrics known as the cnew drapery,5
which included bays, says and other 'outlandish com-
modities.' An old English rhyme ran:
'Hops, Reformation, Bays, and Beer
Came into England all in a year.5
Some interesting letters have been preserved written by the
newcomers to their kinsfolk at home. One entreats his father
and mother to migrate to England without delay. 'I and my
brother will supply you with what you require here as weaver,
for there is a great trade doing. When you come to Norwich
you shall have gold.' Another writes to his wife to sell what
she has and to come over. There is good trade in bays, and
I will look after a house as quickly as I can to get into business,
for then it will be easy to make money. I will get ready the
gear for making bays against your coming. Bring all your
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